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What is Clean Energy Communities?
New York State Energy Research and Development (NYSERDA)

Purpose:

To encourage NYS communities to implement clean energy actions, 
save energy costs, create jobs, and improve the environment. In 
addition to providing tools, resources, and technical assistance, the 
program recognizes and rewards leadership for the completion of clean 
energy projects.

The program is designed for: Counties, Cities, Towns and Villages

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities


https://cesa.org/webinars/state-programs-for-clean-energy-in-
local-jurisdictions-examples-from-new-york-and-oregon/

https://www.cleanegroup.org/wp-
content/uploads/State-Leadersip-in-Clean-Energy-
2018.pdf

Kelly Tyler, Director of Communities and Local Government
716-842-1522 x3005
Fax: 716-842-0156
Kelly.Tyler@nyserda.ny.gov

Brad Tito, Program Manager
212-971-5342 x3545
Fax: 518-862-1091
bradford.tito@nyserda.ny.gov
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New York Energy Policy
• Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) is Governor Andrew 

Cuomo’s strategy to build a clean, resilient and affordable 
energy system for all New Yorkers.

• Clean Energy Standard: 50% renewable energy by 2030.

• Clean Energy Fund (CEF)
• 10-year, $5 billion funding commitment
• Reshapes NY’s energy efficiency, renewable energy and 

energy innovation programs
• Reduces the cost of clean energy
• Accelerates the adoption of energy efficiency to reduce load
• Increases renewable energy to meet demand
• Mobilizes private investment in clean energy



NYSERDA 2017 Large-Scale Renewable Awards

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Programs/LSR/RES-Solicitation-Fact-Sheet.pdf



NYSERDA 2018 Large-Scale Renewable Awards
$1.5 billion commitment
20 large-scale renewable energy project across 
New York
 16 solar farms; one features energy storage
 4 wind farms; two with energy storage

Generate enough energy to power more than 
550,000 homes

Reduce carbon emissions by more than 2 
million metric tons, equivalent to taking 
nearly 437,000 cars off the road

Create over 2,600 short- and long-term well-
paying jobs 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Programs/LSR/RES-Solicitation-Fact-Sheet.pdf



1. Benchmarking: Adopt policy to report the energy use of municipal buildings
2. Clean Energy Upgrades: Achieve 10% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from buildings
3. LED Street Lights: Convert at least 50% of street lights to energy efficient LED technology
4. Clean Fleets: Install electric vehicle charging stations or deploy alternative fuel vehicles
5. Solarize: Undertake a local solarize campaign to increase the number of solar rooftops

6. Unified Solar Permit: Streamline the approvals process for solar
7. Energy Code Enforcement Training: Train code enforcement officials in 

energy code best practices
8. Climate Smart Communities Certification: Get certified by the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
9. Community Choice Aggregation: Put energy supply choices in your community’s hands
10. Energize New York Finance: Offer energy upgrade financing to businesses and non-profits

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities/Action-Items

CEC HIAC & intersections with LSR
Formal role of local CECC’s is to provide technical and grant writing assistance on 10 high-impact action items (wrt REV 
goals) with are mostly low-cost to no-cost ways to educate municipalities about energy costs, tradeoffs, and emerging 
supply options  

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities/Action-Items


Unified Solar Permit: Streamline the 
approvals process for solar projects by 
standardizing permitting
• Objective is to assess permitting, 

code enforcement, and zoning 
updates needed for small-scale, 
residential installations

• Local CECC (Katherine) facilitates 
entry for statewide NYSERDA Clean 
Energy Siting team to discuss 
commercial-scale and LSR projects

CEC HIAC & intersections with LSR



Energy Code Enforcement Training: 
Train code enforcement officials in 
energy code best practices
• Objective is to ensure officials are 

prepared to review both residential 
and commercial projects at any scale 

• Local CECC (Katherine) informally 
surveys attendees during lunch and 
breaks, encourage dialogue about 
mutual resource needs, concerns, 
etc. 

CEC HIAC & intersections with LSR
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Why study NYS? RPS and Home Rule State setting

• Renewable energy 
policies such as RPS and 
voluntary targets[1] 
drove at least half the 
growth in U.S. renewable 
energy generation since 
2000[2]

• Lack of RPS does not 
imply lack of in-state 
renewable energy policy 
or generation

• Renewable energy is 
becoming increasingly 
cost-competitive and 
role of RPS is changing

• Challenge for educators 
– policies shifting

• Role of home rule
• 91% of US population[3] 

[1] State Renewable Portfolio Standards and Goals. National Conference of State Legislatures. 1 February 2019. http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/renewable portfolio-standards.aspx
[2] U.S. Renewables Portfolio Standards: 2018 Annual Status Report. Berkeley Lab. Electricity Markets & Policy Group. https://emp.lbl.gov/publications/us-renewables-portfolio-standards-1
[3] Dillon’s Rule or Not – Research Broef. National Association of Counties. January2004, vol. 2, no.1. http://celdf.org/downloads/Home Rule State or Dillons Rule State.pdf

http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/renewable%20portfolio-standards.aspx
https://emp.lbl.gov/publications/us-renewables-portfolio-standards-1
http://celdf.org/downloads/Home%20Rule%20State%20or%20Dillons%20Rule%20State.pdf


Schuyler County LSR – 3 case studies

• Town of Dix – solar project host 
municipality

• Town of Orange – only adjacent 
municipality within solar project 
developer’s two-mile study area

• Village of Montour Falls –
proximal municipality which is 
the largest local champion of 
renewable energy[1] and climate 
change projects[2] and policies 

[1] NYSERDA Clean Energy Communities Program: 
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities
[2] NYSDEC Climate Smart Communities Program: 
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/


Schuyler County – existing setting issues
• Previous debates about:

• Installation of compressed 
natural gas storage and 
extension of natural gas 
pipeline infrastructure

• Ongoing salt mining operations
• Other renewable technologies

• Community fabric still torn 
from local disputes which 
pitted town against town, 
neighbor against neighbor

• Resentment over perceptions 
of “past failures” 

• Fear of inability to cope with 
change and/or costs

Photos by Charlie Heafner The Odessa File: http://odessafile.com/

http://odessafile.com/
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LSR Site Overview
• Proposed by a subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources, LLC, 

Watkins Glen Solar Energy Center is a 50-megawatt, 700-acre solar 
project located in the Town of Dix in Schuyler County

• Project facilities will include commercial-scale solar arrays, access 
roads, electric collection lines, and electrical interconnection 
facilities.

• Optional – 20 MW battery storage proposal
• Would be a larger footprint than largest current LSR solar project in 

Northeast US
• Open farmland previously in production (hay) and vacant land 

owned by Watkins Glen International Speedway (NASCAR track)
• Leasing and power purchase agreement details unavailable to public
• WGI donated land…

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/


LSR Site Overview, cont. – Future EV racing?



Town of Dix

• LSR role: host community
• Responsibilities: 

• Update permitting, zoning
• Co-negotiate PILOT with IDA, County, school 

districts
• Issues:

• Managing staff’s personal conflicts of interest 
(leasing)

• Lack of interest in negotiating for local 
benefits on behalf of non-host communities 

• PILOT process
• Limited institutional memory and technical 

expertise
• Zoning amendment filing process

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/


Town of Orange

• LSR role: adjacent community within 2-
mile study area of project site

• Responsibilities: 
• Respond to questions from residents
• Protect farmland

• Issue: pollinator research and policy

• Issues:
• Limited staff capacity

• Inability to enforce codes and permits
• Insufficient budget
• Limited digital accessibility and literacy 

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/


Village of Montour Falls

• LSR role: proximal community within 5 
miles of site 

• Responsibilities:
• Respond to questions from residents

• Issues:
• Only municipality with a functioning 

Sustainability Committee
• Ability to negotiate power purchase agreement 

(PPA) on its own behalf
• Hyper-local inequities between suburban and 

rural municipalities

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/

https://www.watkinsglensolarenergycenter.com/


https://www.schuylercounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/3196/Schuyler-County-Comprehensive-Plan-2015?bidId=

https://www.schuylercounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/3196/Schuyler-County-Comprehensive-Plan-2015?bidId=
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Common issues encountered…and remedies

• Maintaining compassionate objectivity
• “Thank you for the opportunity to learn about your community’s exciting priorities…” 

• Keeping up with the tech and policy 
• Maintain close connections to the research communities
• Hire and develop careers of talented research interns

• Preserving long-held community relationships and agency reputation
• Acknowledge that the tech and policy change quickly, that you will always try your best to 

demonstrate pro’s and con’s of a municipality’s proposed actions 

So much of this sphere is out of our control and we should never pretend that it’s 
within our control or that, because of our technical expertise, we know what the 
“best solution” is for any municipality. Effective community educators are resources 
networkers who acknowledge limitations of expertise and facilitate connections to 
appropriate sources. 



Additional Resources
• Accelerating Large Scale Wind and Solar in NYS – consensus report by the 

Renewables on the Ground Roundtable.
• https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/new-

york/stories-in-new-york/accelerating-large-scale-wind-and-solar-energy-in-new-york/

• CaRDI’s Research and  Policy Briefs, etc.
• https://cardi.cals.cornell.edu/publications/

• CaRDI’s Community and Energy site
• https://cardi.cals.cornell.edu/focal-areas/community-and-energy/

• Breaking Down the Barriers (NYLCVEF)
• https://nylcvef.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/renewable-siting-whitepaper.pdf

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/new-york/stories-in-new-york/accelerating-large-scale-wind-and-solar-energy-in-new-york/


Additional Resources, cont. 

• Laws governing the development of energy 
are rooted in laws protecting the 
environmental 

• Public opinion is a major factor in feasibility 

• Perception of risk and opportunity is as 
important as actual risk and opportunity

• How energy has shaped society throughout 
history, from pre-agricultural foraging 
societies through today's fossil fuel–driven

• Transitioning from fossil fuels to renewables is 
far more complex than we realize

• Contracting and infrastructure 
• Other books are excellent primers for new staff
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