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Utah State University



Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning

➤ Founded in 1939 with over 1,500 graduates. 

➤ College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences. 

➤ 11 full time faculty and 150 students. 

➤ Extension role. 

➤ Studio based teaching committed to experiential learning and 
sustainable design and planning.



Experiential Learning

Studio projects address current regional needs 

➤ With the participation from stakeholders. 

➤ Sponsored by agencies, cities, or communities. 

Annual Charrette 

➤ involves all the department (faculty and students). 

➤ practitioners and alumni also participate. 

➤ classes cancelled for one week to work in the project.



Experiential Learning

Three faculty positions part of the University Extension Office 

➤ Engage program with local issues and stakeholders 

➤ Bring projects to our program 

Research and thesis work  

➤ Emerge from studio or extension projects 

➤ Address particular issues more in-depth 

Agricultural Experiment Station
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Small Rural Communities



A Trappist Monastery



2012 Winter Olympics



Growing Development Pressure [Resorts]



Growing Development Pressure [Resorts]







USU LAEP projects

➤ Annual Charrette with County Planners. 

➤ Graduate Studio Project with the Trappist Monks. 

➤ Annual Charrette with Ski Resort and the Valley. 

➤ Senior Studio with Mountain Powder. 

➤ Junior Studio with Hinckley Ranch.



Ogden Valley Charrette

➤ 150 students work for one week to address multiple topics 
and issues surrounding this community. 

➤ At the end of the week, students present their findings and 
proposals to planning staff, elected officials and the general 
public. 

➤ a series of concept plans are documented and delivered to the 
community.
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Trappist Monastery Studio

➤ A small group of graduate students worked with the monks to 
help them decide what to do with their property after they 
decided to leave and close the Abbey. 

➤ They work for one semester to define alternative scenarios 
and develop some recommendations.







Trappist Monastery Studio
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Trappist Monastery Studio















Powder Mountain Ski Resort

➤ A charrette dedicated to stay the connection between a 
growing resort and the established community 

➤ Charrette work followed by a semester long Senior studio
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Powder Mountain Ski Resort
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Hinckley Ranch

➤ A small group of students develop design alternatives to 
create a horse therapy center in a local ranch 

➤ Sketching-focused studio guided by professor Caroline Lavoie 

➤ This project was requested by the ranch owners 

➤ The students’ ideas are part of the vision for the future of this 
place.



Hinckley Ranch



One place with many projects

➤ Hinckley Ranch: 
The Healing Power of Landscapes 

➤ Powder Mountain Charrette & Studio: 
Innovative Responses to Growth 

➤ Trappist Monastery Project: 
The Spiritual Legacy of the Landscape 

➤ Ogden Valley Charrette: 
Development & Ecological Dilemmas



From Experiential Learning to Learning Experiences

➤ Expand the education of landscape architecture students 
through real projects and community outreach. 

➤ Advance sustainability in education where students engage 
in community issues and challenge their skills to propose 
alternative solutions. 

➤ Create a variety of educational experiences with a foundation 
in sustainability and community service. 

➤ Support the university mission advancing a sustainable 
future.



Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning


